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CIRCULAR LETTER BY GOV. NINIAN EDWARDS. 



A communication from Ninian Edwards, Territorial 
Governor of Illinois, in relation to his candidacy for the 
United States Senate upon the admission of the State into the 
Federal Union. Governor Edwards was elected to the office 
he sought. The original manuscript of this circular is in the 
Illinois State Historical Library. 

Edwardsville, September 10, 1818. 

Being a candidate for the Senate of the United States, I 
beg leave to assure you, that if I should be elected, my best 
talents shall be exerted to protect the interest; and to pro- 
mote the prosperity of our Infant State. 

In doing which two objects will particularly command 
my attention — 

The first, is the complete extinguishment of the Indian 
title, to all the lands in this State, that lie South of the Illi- 
nois river, and of the communication between it, and Lake 
Michigan — ^which I really think I can accomplish by going to 
Congress. 

The second, is to have as much public land as possible, 
immediately surveyed, and put into market, with a view to 
enable my fellow citizens to obtain lands to please themselves, 
without too much competition — and also for the purpose of 
connecting all the different settlements in the state, with each 
other — which is equally required by the dictates of a sound 
policy, and a just regard to the interest, and convenience of 
the different parts of the state — and by all other means, in my 
power, I would cheerfully aid, in enabling those to acquire 
land, who are the least able to purchase it, for I would wish 
to see every man in the state, an Independent Freeholder. I 
also purpose making the tour of the Eastern States, and from 
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my general knowledge of our country and the station I have 
held in it, for upwards of nine years, I do expect that I could 
be as useful as any other man in bringing it into notice, and 
in promoting emigration to it — ^which I should take great 
pleasure in doing. 

I flatter myself that the people of Illinois cannot doubt, 
that I would in all other respects, serve the state with as much 
zeal, and fidelity as any other man — of which, they have had 
a sufficient pledge, in my efforts to protect their wives, and 
children — and to defend this country against a savage foe, 
without any assistance of men or money from the general 
Government — ^Without any authority to act at all — and at 
the most awful crises, without even the conunission of Gov- 
ernor, my old one having expired, and its renewal having been 
overlooked — and without ever having drawn a single ration 
for myself, or a cent of pay for my extra services. 

My fellow citizens cannot have forgotten with what zeal, 
I endeavoured to obtain for them, the right of preemption— 
the right of suffrage — compensation for losses — pay for their 
services &c, &c, &c. And they may judge of my usefulness, by 
comparing their success with that of the citizens of other Ter- 
ritories. 

It is true, that I have never been able to accomplish as 
much for them, as I wished. But I have done all I could. 
And though, I have doubtless committed many errors, being 
a fallible man, Yet I trust that the general tenor of my official 
conduct is proof sufficient, that I have laboured as hard to 
promote the general good, as any other man, who has filled 
the station in any Territory whatever. 

NiNiAisr Edwards. 



